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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

Despite initial fears about the swine flu, the past several months of cases suggest it is no more severe than the annual seasonal flu.  While I in no way want to dismiss its possible threat, it is crucial to our community that news about this disease be reported by public health officials and the media responsibly, and that we do not create an “infodemic” that threatens our important travel and tourism economy, which includes air travel, lodging, meetings and attractions.  While there are undeniable risks associated with the swine flu, there are also risks if people fear travel and cancel plans unnecessarily.  Travel and tourism accounts for (insert local economic figure) to this area’s economy and will be immediately impacted should swine flu become a legitimate issue for our community, or worse, if it is sensationalized beyond its actual threat.  

It is appropriate and right that health officials provide leadership and guidance on the best ways to keep us healthy and safe.  But until there is concrete evidence that swine flu poses a threat beyond what we endure each year with the seasonal flu, let’s be prepared but not panicked.

Sincerely, 

