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The travel community has achieved an extraordinary feat with passage of the Travel Promotion Act.  Bipartisan, common sense legislation to create the first-ever U.S. promotion and communications program aimed at international travelers is becoming law.  The public-private partnership created by this bill, a major priority for the U.S. Travel Association, is the biggest commitment our government has made to support international travel to our country.
Senators Byron Dorgan (D-ND), Harry Reid (D-NV) and John Ensign (R-NV), and Representatives Bill Delahunt (D-MA) and Roy Blunt (R-MO), who championed the legislation during the past two sessions of Congress, deserve our thanks.  They understood the value of this tax-free stimulus that will create new jobs, help our economy and support local communities around the country.  President Obama, who was a co-sponsor of the legislation as a Senator during the previous Congress, has long understood the positive contribution more international travelers to America can mean for our public diplomacy efforts, improving America’s image around the world, and for sending a more welcoming message to the world.
Over the past three years, the travel community created a blueprint to reverse years of inbound visitor declines, worked tactically against a clear agenda, gained allies on Capitol Hill, rallied the industry and have finally created something that will benefit America and the entire travel community.  The tens of thousands who have written letters in support of the legislation, participated in the Travel Leadership Summits, marched during U.S. Travel Rally Day, and helped spread the word about why travel matters have proven what can happen when we stand together with one voice.
