
1 U.S. Travel Association Board of Delegates, as of 2/20/2024 
** Executive Board 

 
 
 

 
 

BOARD OF DELEGATES 
 

OFFICERS 
 
 

 
Chair 
Christopher Nassetta 
President & CEO 
Hilton 
 
Vice Chair 
Tim Mapes 
Senior Vice President & Chief Marketing & 
Communications Officer 
Delta Air Lines, Inc. 
 
Treasurer 
Michael Massari 
Chief Sales Officer 
Caesars Entertainment Inc. 
 
President & CEO 
Geoff Freeman 
President & CEO 
U.S. Travel Association 
 

Vice Chair 
Caroline Beteta 
President & CEO & Past U.S. Travel  
National Chair 
Visit California 
 
Vice Chair 
Casandra Matej 
President & CEO 
Visit Orlando 
 
Secretary 
Xiomara Wiley 
Executive Vice President and Chief Diversity 
Officer 
Universal Destinations & Experiences 
 
Chairman Emeritus 
Jonathan Tisch 
Executive Chairman 
Loews Hotels & Co. 
 
 
  



2 U.S. Travel Association Board of Delegates, as of 2/20/2024 
** Executive Board 

  
CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 
Marc Anderson 
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Mike Harney 
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Rita McClenny 
President & CEO 
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Chief Corporate Affairs Officer 
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Richard Scharf 
President & CEO 
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President & CEO 
Meet Boston 
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VP & Associate General Counsel – Regulatory & 
Government Affairs & Chief Privacy Officer 
Sabre 
 



6 U.S. Travel Association Board of Delegates, as of 2/20/2024 
** Executive Board 

Lisa Sullivan 
EVP, Travel & Transport 
IDEMIA 
 
Daniel Thomas 
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Illinois Office of Tourism 
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Ross Borden 
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Mike Butts 
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Charlotte 
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CEO 
Pittsburgh International Airport 
 
David Chastain 
VP, Travel & Tourism 
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Miami-Dade Aviation Department 
 
**Craig Davis 
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Visit Dallas 
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AFAR 
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Kathy Janega-Dykes 
President & CEO 
Visit Santa Barbara  
 
Misti Kerns CMP, CDME 
President & CEO 
Santa Monica Travel & Tourism 
 
John Lambeth 
President & CEO 
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Joseph Marinelli 
President 
Visit Savannah 
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Managing Director 
Coraggio Group 
 
Rob O’Keefe 
President & CEO 
See Monterey 
 
Brett Oetting 
President & CEO 
Visit Corpus Christi 
 
Elizabeth Persons  
VP, Business Development 
Travelzoo 
 
Kathleen Ratcliffe 
President 
Explore St. Louis 
 
Jamie Rhee 
Commissioner 
Chicago Department of Aviation 
 
Rachel Sacco 
President & CEO 
Experience Scottsdale 
 
Atif Saeed 
CEO, Division of Aviation 
Philadelphia International Airport 
 
Gary Sherwin 
President & CEO 
Visit Newport Beach, Inc. 
 

Diane Shober 
Executive Director 
Wyoming Office of Travel & Tourism 
 
Ricky Smith 
Executive Director/CEO 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood 
Marshall Airport 
 
Julia Smyth-Young 
Interim CEO 
Visit Williamsburg 
 
Edwin Sniffen 
Director 
Hawaii Department of Transportation-Airports 
Division 
 
Essa Sulaiman Ahmad 
Divisional VP - USA & Canada 
Emirates Airline 
 
Dan Surette 
Chief Sales Officer 
Omni Hotels & Resorts 
 
Melvin Tennant 
President & CEO 
Meet Minneapolis Official Conv. & Visitors Assn. 
 
Keith Thibault 
CEO 
Orlando International Airport 
 
Rosemary A. Vassiliadis 
Director of Aviation 
Harry Reid International Airport 
 
**Phillip A. Washington 
CEO 
Denver International Airport 
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President & CEO 
Destination Madison 
 
Timothy Wolfe 
Director 
Colorado Tourism Office 
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Kelly Wolgamott 
Acting Vice President 
Travel Michigan 
 
**Dana Young 
President & CEO 
VISIT FLORIDA 
 
David Zielke 
Director, Air Service Development 
Port of Portland  
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ASSOCIATION BOARD CIRCLE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES 
 

 
Liz Bittner  
President & CEO  
Travel South USA 
 
Kelly Craighead 
President & CEO 
Cruise Lines International Association 
 
Jason Gamel 
President & CEO 
American Resort Development Association 
 
Bob Hofmann 
VP, Broadway Inbound, Inc. 
The Broadway League 
 
Jay Karen 
CEO 
National Golf Course Owners Association 
 
Michelle Korsmo 
President & CEO 
National Restaurant Association 
 
Michelle Mason  
President & CEO 
American Society of Association Executives 
 

 
Bill Miller 
President & CEO 
American Gaming Association 
 
Barb Newton 
President & CEO 
California Travel Association 
 
Vincent Polito 
CEO 
Society of Independent Show Organizers 
 
Chip Rogers 
President & CEO 
American Hotel & Lodging Association 
 
Paul Van Deventer 
President & CEO 
Meeting Professionals International 
 
Tina Wehmeir  
President & CEO 
AMC Institute 
 
Don Welsh 
President & CEO 
Destinations International 
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AT-LARGE DELEGATES  
 

 
 
Beth Erickson 
President & CEO 
Visit Loudoun 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 
 
Kara Franker 
CEO 
Visit Estes Park 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 

 
Lori Harnois 
Tourism Director 
New Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism Dev. 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 
 
Mark Hecquet 
President & CEO 
Springfield MO Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 
 
Gloria Lan 
CEO & Owner 
Tour America LLC 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 
 

Sarah Leonard 
Executive Director 
Visit Longmont 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 
 
Sara Otte Coleman 
Director 
North Dakota Tourism Division 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving first term) 
 
Sherry Rupert 
Executive Director 
American Indian Alaska Native Tourism 
Association 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term)  
 
Greg Takehara 
CEO 
Tourism Cares 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 
 
Rickey Thigpen 
President & CEO 
Visit Jackson 
(Expires Spring 2025 – serving second term) 

 

 


