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Dear Chairman Rubio and Ranking Member Cardin: 

On behalf of Florida’s and Maryland’s travel and tourism industries, thank you for your work to provide relief to America’s small 

enterprises through this public health and economic crisis. As you negotiate the next phase of coronavirus response legislation, 

we ask that eligibility for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)—or any subsequent small enterprise relief program—include 

destination marketing organizations (DMOs), regardless of employee count or tax structure. 

The mission of DMOs, which include convention and visitors bureaus, is to drive demand for businesses, attractions and 

visitor experiences and attract events that generate economic activity, such as trade shows and conventions. However, these 

organizations are largely dependent on travel tax-related revenue, a funding source that has evaporated amid the pandemic, 

forcing DMOs to lay off staff and jeopardizing their mission of economic development. 

Unless Congress acts now to include these economically vital organizations in the PPP, DMOs will be sidelined in America’s 

recovery efforts, threatening the revival of our states’ travel industries, small businesses and workforces. 

As part of their economic development mission, DMOs of all sizes direct resources to promote small businesses—which make 

up 83% of all travel businesses—that otherwise do not have the means to market themselves. If DMOs continue to be excluded 

from the PPP, many will be forced to permanently close because their bylaws prohibit taking on loans or debt. For others that are 

forced to take on loans to stay afloat, every dollar that’s spent repaying those loans over the next few years will be one dollar less 

that’s spent on supporting small businesses, prolonging America’s economic recovery. 

Unfortunately, no city in America—small or large, rural or urban—has been spared from the economic pain of the pandemic. At the 

same time, virtually all DMOs were excluded from the PPP. The next phase of legislation should, accordingly, allow for all DMOs—

regardless of size, revenue, or structure—to qualify for the PPP and have access to sufficient relief. 

For example, DMOs in Maryland and Florida are organized as either quasi-governmental or nonprofit entities. Prior to the 

pandemic, our states’ DMOs ranged in size from 25-300 full-time employees and each generated between $250,000-$90 million 

for local economies through travel-related taxes—a revenue source that is no longer viable. All DMOs—regardless of size—play an 

indispensable role in driving demand to small businesses and spurring economic growth and should be eligible for much-needed 

relief. 

Importantly, if there is a transition to another small enterprise relief program, DMOs will first need access to the PPP. 

Small businesses give our states character and keep visitors coming back year after year. These are the very businesses the PPP 

sought to protect, and Congress can ensure their survival by providing a lifeline to DMOs. We thank you for all that you are doing 

to support Florida’s and Maryland’s travel industries and America’s overall recovery efforts. 

Signed,

Senator Marco Rubio
Chairman
U.S. Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Washington, D.C. 20515  

Senator Ben Cardin
Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Washington, D.C. 20515  
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Dean Dixon

General Manager

3-D Tradeshow Services, LLC

FL

Samir Patel

President

360 Hospitality

FL

Christopher Ellis

CEO

7M Travel Holdings

FL

Nimisha Patel

Manager

Abhiram4021 Inc

FL

Darren N Green

CEO

AGS Exposition Services, Inc

FL

Dave Johnson

Chief Executive Officer

Aimbridge Hospitality

FL

Ashli Workman

Director of Tourism

Allegany County Government - Tourism

MD
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Owner

Alligator Attraction Wildlife Learning Center

FL

Eddie Thompson

President & CEO

Alpha Transportation Services Inc

FL

Dharmesh Patel

Owner

Americas Best Value Inn

FL

Dick Appleyard

President

Appleyard Agency

FL
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Managing Director

Axis Holidays LLC

FL
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President

Baltimore Tourism Association

MD
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President

Baywood Hotels

FL
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Executive Director
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MD
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Owner/General Manager

Bryant Motorsports, LLC (Five Flags Speedway)

FL

Niel Patel

President

C & N of Palm Beach Inc

FL

Arun Kundra

President

Capital City Travel Center Inc

FL

Anshu Jain

Managing Member

Caravan Hotel Properties

FL

Phil Liske

President, Board of Directors

Caroline County Office of Tourism/Caroline County Economic 

Development Corporation

MD
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Sandy Turner

Tourism Manager

Cecil County MD Tourism

MD

Evelyn Cardenas

CEO

Central Florida Auto Dealers Association, Inc.

FL

Kristi Simon

President & CEO

Central Maryland Chamber of Commerce

MD

 

Holly Agra (constituent)

President and CEO

Chicago’s First Lady Cruises

FL

Carey Kleiman

President

CK Entertainment Inc

FL

Jitan Kuverji

Owner

Comfort Suites Baymeadows

FL

Samir Bhagat

GM

Comfort Suites JAX Airport

FL

Rajesh Patel

CFO

Conor Capital

FL

Sudhir Patel

MM

Coral Roc LLC

FL

Todd Elliott

President

Cruise Vacation Outlet

FL

Divyang Patel

General Manager

Days Inn Sarasota/Siesta Key

FL

Lori Campbell Baker

Executive Director

Daytona Beach Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

FL

Raj Patel

President

DEAR Hotel Management

FL

Leo Segantin

CEO

Dehe Group - EzLink Hotels

FL

Lucille Ward Walker

Executive Director

Destination Southern Maryland/Southern Maryland Heritage 

Area

MD

Ivan R Abad

President

Diper Exhibitions LLC

FL

Jorge Pesquera

President & CEO

Discover The Palm Beaches

FL

Shelonda Stokes

President

Downtown Partnership of Baltimore

MD

Ajay Patel

President

DRV Hospitality LLC

FL

Michael Duncan

President

Duncan McCall Inc.

FL
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Jennifer S. Walls

President and Owner

Eco Everglades LLC

FL

Ellis W. Bullock III

CEO

EW Bullock Associates

FL

DT Minich

President and CEO

Experience Kissimmee

FL

Olga Ramudo

President & CEO

Express Travel

FL

Tammy Heon

Manager, Tourism Development

Florida’s Adventure Coast Visitors Bureau

FL

Charlie Patel

Managing Member

Forty-One Hospitality LLC

FL

 

David Fritz

President

Fritz Travel Inc.

FL

Yvonne Boice

Senior Consultant

Fugazy International Travel

FL

Navnit

President

Garibe Nawaz Inc

FL

Guy Bouchard

President

Global Resort Homes

FL

Shailendra Patel

Manager

Golf View Inc

FL

Rakesh Patel

Manager

Grash LLC

FL

Margo Markvoort

President

Gray Line Orlando

FL

Stacy Ritter

President/CEO

Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau

FL

William D. Talbert, III CDME

President & CEO

Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau (GMCVB) 

FL

Nancy Schwendeman

Interim Executive Director

Greater Ocean City, MD Chamber of Commerce

MD

Phillip N Brown

Chief Executive Officer

Greater Orlando Aviation Authority

FL

Amir Patel

President

Hanuman Hospitality Inc.

FL

Robert Kolinek

CEO

Helen Brett Management

FL

Christopher J. Dane

President

Hickory Global Partners

FL
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Azim Saju

Vice President

Hotel Development & Management Group, LLC

FL

Ajay Desai

CEO

Hotel Laxmi of Naples

FL

Leonardo McClarty

CEO

Howard County Chamber

MD

Sachin Patel

General Manager

Howard Johnson by Wyndham/ Downtown Vero Beach

FL

Amit Verma

Hotel Manager

Hyatt Regency Bethesda

MD

Ted Ent

President/CEO

Innisfree Hotels

FL

Rochel Roland

CEO

Joyful Bath Co. LLC

MD

Nilesh Patel

GM

Kiran Hotels Inc.

FL

Keith D. Kite

Partner

Kite Properties, LLC

FL

 

Kevin Atticks

Executive Director

Maryland Distillers Guild

MD

Amy Rohrer, CAE

President & CEO

Maryland Hotel Lodging Association

MD

Mary Presley

Executive Administrator

Maryland Motorcoach Association

MD

Ruth Toomey

Executive Director

Maryland Tourism Coalition

MD

Kevin Atticks

Executive Director

Maryland Wine Association

MD

Raj Patel

President

Melisa Inc.

FL

David Burgess

President & CEO

Miles Partnership

FL

Jack Wert

Executive Director/CEO

Naples, Marco Island, Everglades CVB

FL

John C. Racanelli

President & CEO

National Aquarium

MD

John F. Skipper

CEO & Owner

National Conference Services, Inc. (NCSI)

MD

Mike Patel

President

National Hospitality Consulting Group

FL
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Debbie Meihls CDME

CEO

New Smyrna Beach CVB

FL

Beth Nowell

CEO

Northern Anne Arundel County Chamber of Commerce

MD

Cynthia Hill

President

Northwood Travel

FL

Loretta Shaffer

Tourism Director

Ocala/Marion County Visitors and Convention Bureau

FL

Susan L. Jones

Executive Director

Ocean City Hotel Motel Restaurant Association

MD

Kerrie Bunting

President

Ocean Pines Chamber of Commerce

MD

Danny Gaekwad

CEO

OSEM Hospitality

FL

John A. Panyko

President

Panyko Law Firm, P.A. & John A. Panyko, PA

FL

Jason Emmett

President and CEO

Paradigm Hospitality Group

FL

Arvind K Sinha

Manager

Park Motel LLC

FL

Akhil Bhakta

Owner

Peacock Hotel LLC

FL

Sean Satya

Managing Member

Pearl Hotel

FL

 

D.C. Reeves

President

Perfect Plain Brewing Co.

FL

Mitesh Patel

President/CEO

Pinnacle Management

FL

Jennifer Pierce

Chief of Operations

Preferred Travel of Naples

FL

Jan Gautam CHA, MBA

President

President & CEO IHRMC, Founder of Bizzerty

FL

Shail

Manager

Quality Inn Brooksvile

FL

Arpan Patel

Director

Quality Inn Pensacola

FL

Janak S Marolia

Manager

Regal Point Capital Management LLC

FL

Roberto S. Schaps

President & CEO

Relebrand

FL
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Chris Riehl

President

Rent-A-Tour

MD

Marshall Weston Jr.

President & CEO

Restaurant Association of Maryland

MD

Darpan Patel

Owner

Rhameshwar Hospitality Inc

FL

Chris Patel

CEO

S 4 Global Investments LLC

FL

Milit Amin

Managing Member

Sandhill Holdings, LLC

FL

Sara R.  Torrence, CMP Emeritus

President

Sara Torrence and Associates

MD

Naren Patel

Member

Satyam Investments LLC

FL

Nick Shah

General Manager

Shah Hotels LLC

FL

Kent Patel

Officer

Sharva Apopka LLC

FL

Varun patel

Managing Member

Shree Krishna CR

FL

Kent Patel

Officer

Shreeman Inc

FL

Kasmira Bhakta

President

Shyam-Ram, Inc

FL

Mafu Patel

General Manager

Siddhi-Vinayak, Inc

FL

Vasant Soni

Owner

Silver Palms Inn

FL

Kevin Patel

President

Smkunbiinc DBA Redfinn Inn

FL

 

Maurice Vargas

Manager

Space Tours Bus Line

FL

Richard Goldman

President & CEO

St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches Visitors and 

Convention Bureau

FL

Dipesh Patel

General Manager

Sunrise Inn

FL

Joe Lopano

CEO

Tampa International Airport

FL

Gina Stewart

Executive Director

The BWI Business Partnership Inc

MD
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Ameet Patel

President

The Historical Properties LLC

FL

Trish Heidenreich

Economic Development Director

Town of Bel Air

MD

Jessica Waters

Tourism Director

Town of Ocean City, Maryland

MD

Christopher R. Griffin

Owner, President

Trade Show Supply

FL

Peter van Berkel

President

Travalco

FL

Sunny Patel

GM

Travelodge

FL

Ken Scarbrough

President

Ultimate Dive Travel, Ltd.

FL

Patrick Frankln

President & CEO

Urban League of Palm Beach County

FL

Susan Veness

President

Veness Enterprises

FL

Jiten Patel

Manager

Vinayak Properties, LLC

FL

Dani Bottcher

Acting Executive Director

Visit Annapolis & Anne Arundel County

MD

Al Hutchinson

President and CEO

Visit Baltimore

MD

John Fieseler

Executive Director

Visit Frederick

MD

Dan Spedden

President

Visit Hagerstown

MD

Greg Pizzuto

Executive Director

Visit Harford

MD

Amanda Hof

Executive Director

Visit Howard County

MD

Kelly Groff

President & CEO

Visit Montgmery

MD

Mike Waterman

Chief Sales Officer

Visit Orlando

FL

 

Darien Schaefer

President & CEO

Visit Pensacola

FL

Virginia Haley

President

Visit Sarasota county

FL
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Santiago Corrada

President/CEO

Visit Tampa Bay

FL

Jessica Snyder

Manager

Waredaca Brewing Company

MD

Georgia Turner

Executive Director

West Volusia Tourism

FL

Rahul Patel

Managing Member

Wisdom Group Inc

FL

Melanie Pursel

Director

Worcester County MD Tourism

MD

 


