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TRAVEL: AMERICA’S UNSUNG HERO OF JOB CREATION

Use these messages and graphics across your social media channels to educate your 
audience and key stakeholders on the power of travel as a job creator. Find tips on 
engaging with your elected officials here.

Travel generates $2.4 trillion in economic output 
for the U.S., supporting 15.6 million American 
workers.

Travel employment is key to #jobgrowth when 
America needed it most, recovering two years 
faster than the rest of the economy post-
recession.

Along the coasts and across the heartland, travel 
is truly #MadeinAmerica, supporting employment 
in #All50States.

Travel #jobs are in every state, but the top 15 with 
the largest share of private sector employment 
may surprise you. Check it out.

TRAVEL SUPPORTS MILLIONS OF AMERICAN JOBS

TRAVEL HELPED LEAD POST-RECESSION RECOVERY: OUR INDUSTRY RECOVERED 
FASTER THAN REST OF U.S. ECONOMY EVEN THOUGH IT WAS HIT HARDER

TRAVEL JOBS TOUCH EVERY CORNER OF U.S., INCLUDING “MIDDLE AMERICA”

Direct Jobs Indirect and Induced Jobs

15.6 MILLION JOBS

8.8M 6.8M+

Nearly Unparelleled, Travel Employment Has Increased Universally Across
All 50 States and the District of Columbia in Recent Years

Number of States and the District of Columbia Where Industry Employment Increased (2010-2015)

Source: U.S. Travel Association and U.S. Department of Labor
Note: Travel-dependent industries excluded from this analysis

(Leisure and Hospitality, Retail and Transportation)
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Top 15 States Travel Employment (Share of Private Sector Employment), 2015

VT

D.C.

HI

30.8%
14.8%

9.9%

12.5%

7.9%

8.4%

34.7%

7.7%

8.8%
10.8%

7.5%

13.8%

7.9%

9.7%

7.5%
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WY
SD
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FL

SC

VACO

NM

Travel Employment Grows Faster Than Rest of Private Sector
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Travel jobs are a ticket to quality #careers, with 
diverse opportunities across multiple segments 
nationwide.

#DYK? Travel is a U.S. export. Int’l visitors spent 
$154 billion in 2016, directly supporting 1.2 million 
travel jobs.

The travel-dependent leisure and hospitality 
industry is the largest #SmallBiz employer in 
the U.S.

The int’l visitor experience is truly #MadeinAmerica: 
Every $1 million spent by visitors in the U.S. 
supports nearly 8 American jobs.

TRAVEL OFFERS QUALITY CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR MILLIONS OF AMERICANS

TRAVEL IS A TOP U.S. EXPORT, HELPING SUPPORT MILLIONS OF AMERICAN JOBS

252,000 
Management 
Occupations

110,000
Business 

and Finance 
Occupations

748,000
Transportation 

and Moving 
Occupations

975,000

Administrative
Support Occupations

899,000
Sales and Related 

Occupations

260,000
Installation, 

Maintenance and Repair 
Occupations

144,000
Arts, Design,

Entertainment, Sports
and Media Occupations

Travel Supports 42 Percent of Employment in the Leisure and Hospitality Sector

58%

42%

Local Residents

Travel

16%
Leisure/

Hospitality

84%
Other Small Business Employers

SMALL BUSINESSES LEISURE & HOSPITALITY

Spending by International Visitors Directly Supports
1.2 Million American Jobs

= 

International Travel Spending:

$154 Billion

100,000 American
jobs supported by
international visitor
spending

7.9 Jobs

2.5 Jobs

Travel
Exports

$1 Million

Total
U.S.

Exports

$1 Million

Every Million Dollars in Travel Exports Supports Almost Eight American Jobs...
Far More Than Other Exports

TRAVEL: AMERICA’S UNSUNG HERO OF JOB CREATION

TWEET SHEET


