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October 25, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thad Cochran 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations 
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Vice Chairman, Senate Committee on 
Appropriations 
437 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Susan Collins 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development 
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
728 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
Dear Chairmen Cochran and Collins, Vice Chairman Leahy, and Ranking Member Reed: 
 
As diverse leaders of the travel industry from across the United States, we urge you to retain provisions in the 
Senate’s FY 2018 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act (THUD) that adjust the airport Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) cap for originating passengers.  
Adjusting the PFC cap would accelerate investments in airport infrastructure that improve the passenger 
experience, facilitate growth in air travel, and make America’s economy more globally competitive. 
 
Air traveler spending in the United States generates significant economic activity, supports millions of 
American jobs, and improves our nation’s quality of life.  In 2015, domestic and inbound international air 
passengers spent $409 billion, which directly supported 3.4 million American jobs.  Over the next decade, air 
travel is forecast to grow from 776 million to 926 million enplanements per year, which could add an 
additional $224 billion in annual travel spending and support 750,000 new American jobs. Unfortunately, this 
growth can only be realized if our airports have the financial resources to modernize and promote 
competition.  
 
Too many of our nation’s airports are outdated, congested and unable to handle passenger demand.  These 
problems are forecasted to grow and will soon be unstainable.  Within the next four years, the top 30 U.S. 
airports will experience passenger volumes, congestion and delays equal to the day before Thanksgiving at 
least once per week.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) predicts that travel demand will exceed 
capacity at many of the nation’s largest airports within the next 15 years, unless airports achieve sustainable 
levels of capital investment.  
 
The Senate’s FY 2018 THUD bill provides a fiscally responsible and revenue neutral solution to these 
challenges.  The bill adjusts the federal limitation on PFC rates for originating passenger, which would allow 
each airport authority to tailor its PFC rate on a project-by-project basis, while protecting American travelers 
in rural communities from paying an increased PFC on connecting flights. It also empowers local airport 
authorities to accelerate investments in projects that improve efficiency, strengthen security, increase capacity 
and enhance airline competition, all of which benefit American travelers.  
 
These remedies are exactly what America’s air travel system needs and the benefits would stretch far beyond 
airports themselves – ultimately providing a better travel experience, facilitating economic growth, and 
keeping America’s travel industry globally competitive.  
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We strongly urge you to support the inclusion of Senate THUD’s PFC language in any year-end appropriations 
package. Thank you for your continued leadership to revitalize America’s airports and improve the travel 
experience. We look forward to working with you on this and other important travel-related policies.  
 
Sincerely, 
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