Sample Letter from Local Corporation or Small Business Owner
NOTE: PERSONALIZE WITH RELEVANT DATA FROM YOUR CITY, PRINT ON OFFICIAL LETTERHEAD


[Date]

[Elected Official]
[Municipality]
[Office Address]
[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear [Elected Official Name]:

As you consider next year’s budget, I write to bring attention to the significant benefits our community enjoys thanks to travel and tourism. Research in the enclosed report, “Made in America: Travel’s Essential Contribution to Economic Development,” proves that travel is a vital driver of the local economy, it contributes to a strong tax base and creates local jobs that cannot be outsourced. 
As a business leader in this community, I am personally vested in the success and well-being of [CITY/TOWN/STATE]. My decision to establish roots here was made with confidence that our community would continue to be a thriving, distinct place to live and work—due in large part to travel and tourism. This report opened my eyes to how robust travel and tourism moves “downstream” and creates a meaningful impact to businesses not traditionally associated with the travel industry. In fact, the travel industry supports 15.6 million jobs nationwide—that’s 1 in 9 American jobs. [INSERT STAT # OF EMPLOYEES IN YOUR COMPANY/COMMUNITY]
Small businesses make our [city/state] unique, vibrant and attractive to visitors. Not only does travel play a significant part in our own small business community, but travel promotion can stimulate our small business growth by generating visitor demand to [CITY/TOWN/STATE].  

What’s more, when the travel industry thrives, our entire community benefits. Tax revenue collected from tourists visiting [CITY/TOWN/STATE] profits our area; without these visitor offsets, local residents would pay higher amounts of taxes to maintain our current level of essential personnel and services, like police and firefighters, public school teachers, hospitals and infrastructure.

In today’s highly competitive market, states and cities that maintain or increase investment in their travel promotion programs seize market share, while those that cut programs suffer immediate and potentially long-lasting revenue shortfalls and other negative economic consequences. 
The economic benefits of travel are clear. Please make travel and tourism a priority and help us improve our community by investing in [DESTINATION/STATE’s] travel promotion program. 
Sincerely,
[Contact]
[Title] 

