
 
April 16, 2020 

 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi      The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker        Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515      Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader McCarthy: 
 
As you work to draft additional legislation to strengthen America’s response to the Coronavirus 
outbreak, we urge you to support the travel and tourism industry by including destination 
marketing organizations (DMOs) as eligible entities for federal support. The coronavirus has 
affected all sectors of the U.S. economy, but it has had a disproportionate impact on restaurants, 
hotels, and the hospitality industry. The actions we take now will have a significant impact on 
the speed and sustainability of our economic recovery. Supporting DMOs that are promoting 
travel and tourism spending in the U.S. will help generate lasting prosperity as we begin our 
recovery. 
 
The travel and tourism industry is a major economic driver. In 2018, domestic and international 
travelers contributed nearly $1.1 trillion to the U.S. economy. Of that, 80 percent came from 
domestic travelers. This spending, in turn, creates job opportunities across the country. In 2017, 
travel and tourism directly supported approximately 5.29 million jobs. For workers of all ages 
and skill levels and in cities, towns, and rural areas, domestic travel creates economic 
opportunities.  
 
Much of the strength in the domestic travel and tourism sector can be attributed to statewide and 
regional DMOs. These organizations create and manage initiatives that fuel the economic 
support to drive tourism and visitor spending across the U.S. Because DMOs are located 
throughout the country, they have been able to expand the reach and scale of domestic tourism. 
While DMOs have been successful in bringing tourists to gateway cities like Los Angeles and 
New York, they also drive tourists to visit smaller or mid-size markets, generating billions of 
dollars in economic activity for these communities. However, the severity of the coronavirus’ 
economic disruption to domestic travel has threatened the financial viability of many DMOs. 
 
Most DMOs are small, 501(c)(6), 501(c)(4), or quasi-governmental organizations that are 
dependent on tourism revenues for their operating budgets. With the precipitous drop in travel 
and tourism, DMOs have been required to severely limit or freeze operations and lay-off 
countless employees. Despite this, DMOs’ status as 501(c)(6), 501(c)(4), or quasi-governmental 
organizations has meant that recovery funding made available in the CARES Act (Public Law 



116-136) like the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) is unavailable to them. To ensure DMOs 
can continue to do their crucial work of driving domestic travel and tourism, we urge you to 
include them as eligible entities for federal support in programs like the PPP. Additionally, 
providing targeted support for DMOs can be a powerful tool in generating the domestic spending 
we need to kick-start the economy. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to working with you on 
legislation to contain the spread of the Coronavirus and strengthen our economy. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 

         
Doris Matsui        Gus M. Bilirakis 
Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
 
 
 

           
Dina Titus        Joe Wilson 
Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
 
 
Peter Welch        Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 
 
Grace Meng        Brian Fitzpatrick 
 
Chris Pappas        Brian Higgins 
 
Ralph Norman        Jared Huffman 
 
Donna E. Shalala       Tom Rice 
 
Scott H. Peters        Eleanor Holmes Norton 
 
Grace F. Napolitano       Stephanie Murphy 
 
Yvette D. Clarke       Vicente Gonzalez 
 
Lois Frankel        Tom O'Halleran 
 



David N. Cicilline       Haley M. Stevens 
 
Marc Veasey        Earl L. "Buddy" Carter 
 
Cheri Bustos        Harley Rouda 
 
Mike Levin        Ed Case 
 
Dwight Evans        Anthony G. Brown 
 
David Trone        Carolyn B. Maloney 
 
Val Butler Demings       Darren Soto 
 
Steve Stivers        Kathy Castor 
 
Anthony Brindisi       Joe Cunningham 
 
Raja Krishnamoorthi       Mike Quigley 
 
Max Rose        Dusty Johnson 
 
Greg Gianforte       William R. Timmons, IV 
 
Tony Cárdenas       Veronica Escobar 
 
Larry Bucshon, M.D.       Andy Levin 
 
Peter A. DeFazio       Denver Riggleman 
 
Mark. E Amodei       Steven Horsford 
 
Mark Pocan        Darin LaHood 
 
David Rouzer        Billy Long 
 
Elaine G. Luria       Ann McLane Kuster 
 
Mike Bost        John Yarmuth 
 
Will Hurd        Mike Turner 
 
Kendra S. Horn       Charlie Crist 
 
Neal Dunn, M.D.       Don Young 
 



Carol D. Miller       Guy Reschenthaler 
 
Angie Craig        Cedric L. Richmond 
 
Ami Bera, M.D.       Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr. 
 
Anna G. Eshoo       Mikie Sherrill 
 
Daniel T. Kildee       Alcee L. Hastings 
 
Bill Huizenga        Sharice L. Davids 
 
Mike Thompson       Lori Trahan 
 
David Kustoff        Dave Joyce 
 
Robert B. Aderholt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


